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Members of the Anna Maria College: (from left to right) Dr. Jack P. Calareso, PhD, President; Dr. Susan Swedis, PhD, Associate Professor of Biology & Natural Sciences; Denise Haile, Director of Enrollment Development at Anna Maria

College and Patricia Gavin, Assoc. Prof of Criminal Justice.

Anna Maria College Grows to Score Its Goals

posts and bleachers on the sidelines is the first scene a

visitor encounters on Anna Maria College’s pastoral
192-acre campus in Paxton. At a time when many universi-
ties are experiencing declining enrollment and budget cuts,
the project is noteworthy, as it is a tangible facet of the col-
lege's ambitious five-year strategic growth plan.

“Our only limit is we can't seem to build residence halls
fast enough,” says Jack Calareso, president of Anna Maria
College, who explains that despite the economy, the college
just had one of its best years, admissions-wise. Expansion is
a cornerstone of Anna Maria’s strategic plan, called Vision
2012, which was unveiled in October 2007. “In our strategic
plan we committed ourselves to growing,” says Calareso.
“The goal was not to get huge but to get bigger. We identified
a critical threshold to reach to provide services that students
deserve, and in just two years we are already exceeding that
goal”

Indeed, the 2009 academic year will bring a larger incom-
ing class than predicted.

The master plan calls for doubling the college’s enrollment
by 2012, an ambitious goal to attain in five years. Nevertheless,
the numbers speak. Two years ago the college had 700 stu-
dents, and only 300 lived on campus. This fall, just two years
into Vision 2012, more than 900 students will attend, 600 of
them residing on campus. The ultimate goal is 1,500 stu-
dents at the Paxton campus, with 1,200 to 1,300 in resi-
dence.

Anna Maria is a four-year, co-ed, Catholic, liberal arts col-
lege that was founded in 1946 by the Sisters of Saint Anne. It
offers more than 35 undergraduate degree programs and
approximately 25 graduate and continuing education pro-
grams. While popular majors include business, criminal
justice, education, and the humanities, the college also offers
more unusual majors such as art therapy and sport manage-
ment.

To meet the needs of adult and nontraditional students at
both undergraduate and graduate levels, the college opened
an additional instructional site last year at 88 Prescott Street
in Worcester. The location is fully utilized, with each of its
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classrooms full every night.

Still, Calareso says, “we need to move some programs in a
different direction. In January 2010 we'll launch fully online
programs. Currently, we're knee-deep in course develop-
ment and going through the accreditation process. But we
think it's the future of graduate and adult education, and it's
the fastest-growing segment of education.” Being wholly
online not only allows for the utmost flexibility for students,
it enables the school to more easily recruit students beyond
Worcester County.

At the outset, five online programs will be offered: bach-
elor's and master’s degrees in fire science, and master’s
degrees in public administration, justice administration, and
emergency management. The fire science degree is one of
only a few such programs in the nation.

Meanwhile, back on the Paxton campus, work continues
on new offerings, as well. An honors program, instituted last
year, offers an enriching course of focused study for moti-
vated students. This year, students had the opportunity to
experience an “urban seminar” in Rome; and a Vienna trip
is planned for next year. Closer to home, Anna Maria is a
member of the Colleges of Worcester Consortium, an orga-
nization of 13 accredited institutions of higher learning in
the area, representing more than 30,000 college students.
The consortium provides opportunities for area students to
interact by facilitating cross-registration and sponsoring
other intercollegiate programs.

Athletics represents another area of Anna Maria’s expan-
sion. In addition to 10 existing sports teams, the college
recently added men’s and women’s lacrosse and tennis. And
about that new gridiron? This fall the school will have a
Division 111 football program.

“Football provides lots of opportunities,” says Calareso.
“First, it's an opportunity for male athletes who might not
have attended before. But for all students, fall football games
will now be part of their culture” He mentions the ancillary
effects as well, such as expanding the cheerleading and dance
squads and offering the chance for students to play in the
pep band. He foresees a marching band that could lead to an
orchestra program, which would expand the school’s long,

rich tradition in vocal music.

“We serve the needs of lots of different students, from the
18-t0-22-year-olds living on campus, to a single mother of
three, to a 37-year-old who wants to finally finish his degree,”
Calareso says. “We try to be the best we can be in all of our
endeavors.” [ |
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