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Assumption MBA student Greg Sclama (left), with Associate Professor Jeffrey Hunter (right), will be pursuing a six-month-long internship in India this fall.
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Assumption College offers grad students a
personalized education and global opportunities

market. Assumption College offers an array of graduate

degree programs and understands the needs of working
professionals. Whether seeking an MBA or a master’s degree
in Rehabilitation Counseling, School Counseling, Counseling
Psychology or Special Education, adult professionals gain
the knowledge and skills that support their career paths — or
career changes — and find the flexibility they need to realize
their educational aspirations and still succeed at work, while
pursuing a graduate degree.

For Greg Sclama, the Assumption MBA program has,
quite literally, opened up the rest of the world to him.
Beginning this fall, Sclama will undertake a six-month
internship in Udaipur, India, through the Foundation for
Sustainable Development, and earn credits toward his MBA
degree. While there, he will work with ACCESS Development
Services, a local Indian organization, and will provide
micro-lending services to extremely impoverished people
— people who would not otherwise have access to such
capital.

“While I'm there, I'll perform a needs assessment and
review ACCESS Development Services' operations and
projects,” he says of the international work ahead of him.
“Based on the information | gather, I'll develop my own
project to complement the existing programs and apply for
grants to support it. Hopefully that project will be in
existence long after | leave”

Sclama’s career path has taken some non-traditional turns.
After graduating from Boston College in 2007, he explored
two-year teaching programs for recent college graduates. His
search brought him to Worcester’s Nativity School. “I came
out for a visit and I fell in love with the community and what
they have here,” he says.

One of the benefits of the job was Assumption’s partnership
with the Nativity School. The college provides an opportunity
for the teachers to pursue an advanced degree while they
invest long days with their students and provide a valuable
service to the Worcester community.
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Sclama started his MBA at Assumption in 2008 and now
needs nine more credits to earn his degree. The internship in
India will provide those credits through independent study
courses and the Management Practicum course. He will
finish earning his MBA while also gaining valuable, real-
world working experience. The fact that the college would
accommodate his request for the practicum is another
reason why Sclama is glad he selected Assumptions MBA
program.

The young Nativity School teacher communicated with
Dr. Jeffrey Hunter, an associate professor of management
and director of the MBA program, to gain permission to use
the internship for course credits. Prior to discussing the idea,
the two had never met. Hunter demonstrated Assumption’s
personalized approach to the educational experience and the
school’s willingness to consider innovative student
opportunities when he recommended approval of Sclama’s
request to Dean Mary Lou Anderson.

“He supported the idea and was open to it;” Sclama said.
“He said the work | outlined is very much in line with the
college’s mission” The two had the opportunity to work
together again this summer when Sclamaenrolled in Hunter’s
800-level Business Strategy course.

Sclama expects that his six-month internship will pass
quickly and it will soon be up to the Maryland-native to
determine his next step, but he says it's a decision that will be
largely influenced through his work and experiences at
Assumption.

“Through my work at the Nativity School and in the
classroom at Assumption, | have learned how business
structures can help fight poverty around the world,” he says.
“When | finish, I'd like to work with an international
development organization. Theres a lot of opportunity to
use my degree in that field”

While the college has allowed him to further his education
and pursue work experiences that he might not get other
places, the core experience at Assumption has had the
greatest impact on Sclama. “I was surprised at how personal

the educational experience has been,” he says. “Faculty get to
know their students. It does feel like a small, intimate,
personalized environment that affects every aspect of my
experience.”

The Assumption MBA program emphasizes effective,
ethical decision making, problem solving and strategy
development. It also offers concentrations for those who
wish to specialize in accounting, finance and economics,
human resources, international business, management,
marketing or nonprofit leadership. |
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